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Program Note

An Irish Aire is a simple setting of the traditional Irish tune popularly known as Dannyboy. Although ques-
tions have been raised as to it’s being authentically Irish, the tune seems to have been derived from A
Young Man’s Dream which is attributed to Rory Dall O'Cathain (c1570-c1650). It was first published in a
folk song collection in 1855 and is said to have been transcribed from it’s traditional form by Jane Ross.

In it’s modern version the tune is known as An Irish Air from County Derry or the Londonderry Air. The
latter title first appeared in the 1890s while the former is somewhat older. In 1913, the Dannyboy text, writ-
ten by Frederic Edward Weatherly (1848-1929), became associated with the tune.

Arranger’s Comments

An Irish Aire can be played effectively by small bands in either a concert or a marching setting. The parts
are formatted in landscape to facilitate it’s use with marching band.

Opening passages for trumpet, clarinet, and flute can be played as solos or section soli. From measure 38
onward all passages are tutti.

The synthesizer part is doubled throughout in the low brass and is optional. For a lighter, more atmospheric,
texture have the synthesizer played as a solo (like a bass pad) from the beginning until measure 39. In this
case the tuba should remain silent until measure 39.

Richard G. Smith

Oklahoma City
2006

Copyright Notice—Please Read

R.G. Smith Music Engraving & Publishing believes that your purchase of this music is a permanent investment for your music

library.

To help protect your investment, provide fairness to both the purchaser and the publisher, and adapt to modern technological condi-
tions, music from R.G. Smith Music Engraving & Publishing is published with the following copyright restrictions.

1.

akrwn

All music is licensed to the original purchaser only for non-commercial use. The purchaser may produce as many
copies of the individual instrument parts as necessary for rehearsal, classroom, or free concert use but may not, under
any circumstances, loan, give, or in anyway transfer the music to another party.

Additional scores may be copied for judges use or study, but the original score must be used in performance.

All copies must have the correct copyright notice attached.

Programs for public performance must correctly identify the composer and/or arranger of the music.

All broadcast, commercial public performance, and commercial recording rights must be negotiated separately. No
broadcast, commercial performance, or recording right is granted or implied by the original purchase of the music.



An Irish Aire

Traditional Tune from County Derry

Con moto (J =100) Arranged by Richard G. Smith
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